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 Wow.  Luke has done it again:  written another seriously  disturbing 

report of Jesus’ storytelling.  He tells a tale that uncompromisingly pro-

nounces the intrusion of the grace of God on human life despite anything 

that we might bring to the table.  And I have a problem.  How can we think 

about Luke 18:9-14 without singing another verse of “O Lord, it’s hard to be 

humble, when you’re perfect in so many ways!?” 
 

 We’ve heard this story so many times, through so many moralistic 

and interpretive filters, that it has become one of the more difficult narra-

tives to understand in the New Testament.  I think it is Luke’s practical joke.  

He is laughing at us from his bleacher seat in the Communion of Saints sec-

tion on the fifty yard line of the heavenly stadium.  And we are 3rd and 20, 

in a tie game with the Hades Devils with 10 seconds to play, no time outs, 

looking to the sidelines for a clue (should we punt, or attempt a field goal or 

try a Hail Mary pass?) and Coach Jesus is covering his face with the clip-

board, but you can see his crow’s feet grinning.  
 

 Luke reports Jesus setting us up, getting us thinking clearly in one 

direction, and then whipping the rug out from under us, leaving us tumbling 

and dangling with only the grace of God to cradle us, because that’s all we 

need. 
… /// ... 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   

PHARISEE AND PUBLICAN PARADE  
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  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Pharisee and Publican Parade” 

 So the parable might read in modern parlance, “The Pope and a 

pimp went to midday prayers at St. Peters Cathedral. The Pope prayed, 

‘Look at me. How’m I doin’? Thank you, God, Better’n him.’ The pimp, 

with his $10,000 suit and $20,000 Rolex prayed, ‘Don’t look at me. (Yeah, 

right) Why’s he pointing? Mercy me, I’m hopeless.’ Then they finished the 

rest of their day with business as usual, back to their respective jobs of per-

fection and perdition, the only things they know. Maybe the pimp felt a little 

better.”  The End. 
    

 I guess we had better talk about the elephant in the room. 
  

 Shakespeare said, “An empty vessel makes the greatest sound.”  

Ambrose Bierce defined an egotist as “a person who is more interested in 

himself than me.”  Golda Meir said, “Don’t be so humble. You’re not that 

great.” And I have observed that the average person, including me, thinks 

he’s not. 
 

 So in a rational response to this parable, I am going to pray, “Thank 

you Lord, that I am not like that tacky egotistical Pharisee, who is tactlessly 

thanking you that he is not like that guilty thieving tax collector, who is 

hopelessly and histrionically begging you to free him from being his own 

intolerable nasty self.” 
 

 Nobody likes self-centered ego-freaks, and nobody likes tax collec-

tors.  Them’s the facts, folks. 
 

 I don’t like the Pharisee.  He thinks he’s special with an inside track.  

I don’t like the publican.  He is doing just fine at the expense of others, and 

whining, still feeling sorry for himself.  I can do better than both of those 

losers.  I’m special. 
 

 And then a wise observer would opine, “Jimbob, you have just add-

ed another layer of filthy ordure to the pile of dumb resumes that are wing-

ing their way to God’s office by…P-mail. Said observer might go on to 

comment, “For God’s Sake, don’t believe your own PR campaign.  After all 

you bought and paid for that.  That’s your creation, not God’s.”   
… /// ... 
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“Be thankful that who you think you are, is not who God thinks you are.” 

“Quit measuring yourself up against others.  It’s a loser’s game. Stand in the 

face of God and receive the grace of God, whether you like it or not.”  The 

sad fact is that we go through a lot of anguish and work to earn the love that 

has already been given us for free. 
 

 Maybe on a simple level, Jesus is giving his audience two views of 

themselves.  Putting enough character and personality into his two charac-

ters that anybody seeking grace and the reassurance of God’s love can plug 

in somewhere.  Both display admirable assets and despicable defects. Some 

people seek to justify themselves to God by being on their best behavior.  

Some people seek to justify themselves to God by being so bad that they 

need instant intervention redemption.   “I’m cool, I’m a Saint.”  “No, I’m 

cool, I’m a gangsta.” 
 

 The old rabbis used to keep a slip of paper in each pocket. If they 

started feeling on top of the world and firmly in charge, they would pull out 

the piece of paper that read, “You are dust and to dust you shall return.”      

If they were despairing and depressed they would pull out the paper that 

read, “You are the crown of creation.”  Both are true. 
 

 Well-defined dual characters in the Bible always point to the duality 

in each one of us. Take Adam and Eve, for instance.   Each of us have both 

Adam and Eve in us.  We are, after all, their grandchildren.  
 

Deeply flawed misconceptions of the 2nd and 3rd chapters of Genesis 

foolishly maintain that Eve is bad because she is woman; the old seduction 

story of, “eat fruit, share fruit, have fruit remorse.” That’s not in the Bible.  

The words simply point out that the Adam component in us, is the incontro-

vertible fact that we are temporary, here today, gone tomorrow; limited in 

this material universe, skulking around at the bottom of a gravity well.  

Dust.  Adam is Limits. Wherever we find ourselves we face limits. And the 

Eve in us lifts us up, to live way out beyond our limits with longings.  Our 

longings anticipate the future and reach for it.  Eve is Longings.  
… /// ... 

… /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Pharisee and Publican Parade” 
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… /// ... 

The Eve in us brings the gestation of imagination, the birth of joy, and the 

gifts of God’s love and co-creation into our lives. 
 

 We are Adam and Eve.  We are Limits and Longings. (The height 

limit for pole vaulting is 20 feet. Longings to pole vault 21 feet will actualize 

in the next ten years. Through labor and pain the limits will be tested. And 

the longings will still be for more.) 
 

 The Pharisee has done things right.  He has reached for the future 

with his longings for good order, uplifting worship and material blessings.  

Every synagogue leader wanted a bunch of guys like that in the congrega-

tion.  They had good character and upbeat hopes for the future.  They knew 

the scriptures and the liturgy and how to pray.  They were connected, gener-

ous in their offerings, and wise in their judgments.  The Pharisee is at the 

apex of where longings can take you.  The only trouble is he knows it, and 

in that celebration has forgotten that the limits always show up. His proud 

humility is about as obvious as spats and an ascot at a Kansas church picnic. 

Watch out for the smackdown.  Life is perilous and death is eventual.         

And God loves him through all that. 
 

 The tax collector is completely flummoxed by his limits.  He is beat-

ing his breast with an effeminate physical gesture associated only with 

women in the Ancient Near East.  Because he is a tax collector, he is a pari-

ah, and shouldn’t even be allowed in the temple. He must have sneaked in, 

but he is still obvious in his hysterical display of humility and atypical be-

havior.  He’s about as inconspicuous as a tarantula on a slice of angel food. 
 

 He would be viewed by fellow Jews like a Kapo in a concentration 

camp picked from his own people to enforce Gestapo rules.  He would live 

when others died.  He would have money and his children would eat when 

others wouldn’t.   He is stuck with all the limits that accrue from the hatred 

and fear of his peers directed at him.  He is stuck, flat on the bottom of his 

limits, sneaking in to pray for mercy, on his way to an evil job that he hates, 

and then home to slight comforts stolen from beloved countrymen.             

And God loves him through all that. 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Pharisee and Publican Parade” 
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  Sharon Wagner 

 Both the Pharisee and his longings and the Publican and his limits 

stand alone in life…..alone in the Temple, with wildly differing resumes, 

and God loves them through all that.  
  

 What would you do if God offered you $100,000 for each word that 

you deleted from your P-mail resume designed to qualify you for justifica-

tion?  I’m kind of attached to my self-justifications.  I’d probably show up at 

the Pearly Gates penniless but with a long flowery speech.  And God will 

love me through all that, anyway. 
         

  No matter how good you are floating free in the realization 

of your longings……No matter how bad you are crushed by the lethal 

weight of your limits……God loves you through all that! 
 

 So Jesus tells us, “Pray persistently, pray courageously, and pray 

presumptively.” But, Pray and God will love you through all that.   Amen. 

See you in worship   …………   Bergy 

  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Pharisee and Publican Parade” 

POINSETTIAS 
 

It's time to think about decorating our Sanctuary!   
 

Poinsettias may be purchased on December 4th and 11th.  
  

The cost is $8.00 and you may pick up your poinsettia  

after the Christmas Eve Service.  Thank you!  Sharon 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS 
 

Advent Devotional Booklets are now available in the Narthex.  The beloved 

hymn by Martin Luther, From Heaven Above is the theme for these daily 

devotions for Advent.  Each week a different gift that comes “From Heaven 

Above" through the birth of Christ.  Reflections reveal the benefits of the  

divine gifts of hope, love, peace and life that were delivered to us in a holy 

Child wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
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… /// ... 

MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

OCTOBER 16, 2016 
 

 

Council meeting was called to order by President Ann Larson on 

Sunday, October 16, 2016 at 11:00 a.m.  Pastor Berggren opened the 

meeting with a prayer.    
 

In attendance were:  Pastor Jim Berggren, Bettie Baring, Jay Byerly, 

AiM Karen Davidson, David Garwick, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye 

Raschke, Wayne Schaper, Warren Schick and Fredda Yurk.  

Pastor Jhon Jairo Arroyave did not attend.  
 

The minutes from the September Council meeting were submitted by 

Julie Kilkenny, unanimously approved and will be submitted to 

Crossties and the website for publication.  

 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren r epor ted that  the Rummage Sale went well and 

raised just under $7,000.  The Early Learning Center had a success-

ful Family night on October 14 th, and this year a group from Spring 

Woods High School entertained the kids and their families.  He ex-

pressed his gratitude for Holy Cross involvement in ELC activities.  

There were two memorial services this month (Betty Valites and 

Pamela Sue Evans).   Pastor Berggren is preparing for the Advent 

season, which signals the beginning of the new church year.  Next 

year marks the 500 th anniversary of the Reformation, and he plans to 

explore related study topics during the year, including Luther’s 

Small Catechism, as well as discussion of Martin Luther’s thoughts 

and the general atmosphere of society at the time of the Reformation.  
 

AiM Karen Davidson updated Council on her  activit ies this 

month.  She made 9 nursing home visits and 4 family visits, as well 

as numerous phone counseling calls.  She was also able to conduct 

her Synod business by telephone.    
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… /// ... 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting —  October 16, 2016 

Karen continues her home visits, prayer and counseling visits and 

phone calls, as well as preparation of the PowerPoint presentations 

for the early worship services and Adult Forum (Sunday School).     
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper.   He report-

ed September collections of $21,910 and expenses of $35,485, a def-

icit of $13,575. Year to date expenses exceeded collections by 

$92,084.   The checking account balance at 9/30/16 was $126,292, 

not including restricted funds.  There is $222 interest from the Brom-

ley Mission Endowment Fund available for disbursement.  Discus-

sion of the 2017 budget was deferred to the end of the Council meet-

ing.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved as presented.   
 

Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

Warren Schick gave an update on Grounds and Maintenance activi-

ties.   

 • Work was completed on the termite damage to the hallway and  

exterior of the Annex building.  The rotten beams and window 

frames were replaced, the siding was replaced with a Hard plank 

product, and the entire area was treated for termites.  The $12,000 

cost for construction was covered by an anonymous donor.  
 

He and Cathy Elijah met with a representative from the Allen Organ 

Company to discuss repairs for the organ in the sanctuary.  The esti-

mate to fix the organ stops, sound board and speaker system (24 

speakers, which have 20 year old paper components) will be $5,000 -

$6,000, including scaffolding and labor.  Wayne Schaper is exploring 

additional sources to fund this project.  
 

Bettie Baring reported that WELCA did not have a board meeting 

last month, instead focusing on the Rummage Sale.  There will be a 

WELCA “Thank Offering” Sunday in November.  The general meet-

ing will be December 3rd.     
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New Business: 
 

Wayne Schaper presented a draft of the 2017 budget, and after     

preliminary review Council agreed to meet Sunday, October 23 rd to 

further discuss. 
 

The next Council meeting will be November 13, 2016, at 11:30a.m.  
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Julie Kilkenny 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting —  October 16, 2016 

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

December 11, 2016  
 

at 11:30 a.m. in the Annex. 
 

Ann Larson 

CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING 
 

December 4, 2016 
 

Following the 9:30 a.m. service. 
 

Ann Larson 

BRUNCH BUNCH 
 

Come join us for our CHRISTMAS BRUNCH  

on December 11th, at 11:45 a.m. 
 

LIBERTY KITCHEN AT THE TREEHOUSE 

963 Bunker Hill Rd., Ste. 110 — Houston, Texas (713) 468-3745 
 

RSVP for you and yours to:  Jeanette Dukleth at (832) 326-7214 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact Ann Larson so that the list can be corrected.   
 

Ann Larson (713) 957-0972  email: larson.berg@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

NOVEMBER 2016 
 

Altar flowers were donated by: 
 
 

06   HCLC to the Glory of God         

13   HCLC to the Glory of God  

20  HCLC to the Glory of God  

27   Jan Walker 

01   Abraham Samano 

02   Melanie Alvarado 

06   Arturo Aleman 

13  Doris Wahlberg 

14  Joseph Yáñez 

15   Julie Ballard 

16  Ted Flick 

17  Adriana Alvarado 

18   Alexa Abad 

19   Suzan Cook 

22   Ingrid Alvarado 

23   Noel Giesecke 

26   Horacio Gómez 

Caylee Díaz 

27  Suzanne Doler 

29   Anna Gardner 

    30   Alfredo Martínez 

31   Virginia Stuart 

César Majano 
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Thank you!  Nancy Beamesderfer 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 

WELCA 
 

WELCA will have its December General Meeting on Saturday, December 

3rd, at 10:00 a.m.  We will be approving distribution of our Rummage Sale 

funds.  Getting together is always good fellowship followed by a wonder-

ful lunch.   

Please come and join us – everyone is welcome! 

 

WELCA is again planning on suppor ting a family from our  community 

for Christmas.  The Christmas tree will be up Sunday, December 4th, with 

ornaments holding requests from the family.  Please feel free to take an   

ornament with a request!  
  

Let’s make a real difference for Christmas in the life of this family. The 

gifts will need to be returned to the church by Sunday morning December 

18th.  The gifts will be taken to the family that day.   

Thank you!  Penny Schick 

Plans for the Friendship Club have had to change.  
 

We will NOT be able to attend the Christmas play at Champion Forest  

Baptist Church as tickets are no longer available. Instead, the Friendship 

Club will have a party December 10, at the church with meal catered by 

Luby's served at 4:00 pm. Price per person is $10.00. 
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  HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 

Celebration of Special Services in 2016  

ADVENT SERVICES  
 

Wednesdays  
 

December 07 — 12:00 noon 

December 14 — 12:00 noon 

December 21 — 12:00 noon 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES 
 

December 25 
 

    9:30  am  English 

  11:00  am  Spanish 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 

December 24 
 

6:00 pm  English 

 8:00 pm  Spanish 
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… /// ... 

HAITI TO HOUSTON 
 

My Grandmom has told me of your interest and more importantly, your 

prayers for my work here in Haiti. I would like to introduce myself, my 

name is Lauren Raschke and I am on medical staff under the auspices of 

Mission of Hope, Haiti. They are headquartered in Cedar Park, Texas. I live 

in a village called Titanyen.  I am 30 years old, blond with blue eyes and 

grew up at Kinsmen Lutheran and now a member of First Baptist. I am a 

marathoner but find that I cannot keep that routine going here so when the 

generators shut down at 5:00 in the morning I go and work out at Boot 

Camp. 

 

I have an identical twin sister and we were both pediatric nurses working at 

Hermann Memorial Children's Hospital for eight years until my move to 

Haiti in September. She is married to a youth minister with First Baptist 

Church – Pearland, and have been blessed with identical twin girls four 

years old and a little boy eight months. 

 

I head up a mobile medical team that goes into the villages four days a 

week, set up a makeshift clinic, usually just a roof around which we spread 

two to three feet of black plastic for some privacy. The people come and sit 

out under the trees waiting to have their medical needs met. On the fifth day 

I head up a clinic in town to treat Americans. I have one free day a week to 

either go to the market for food, to supplement the sameness of the food 

served, cereal, peanut butter and pasta, or go to the beach - always with an 

escort. 

 

As we treat the people we try to talk with them about Jesus and especially 

tell the children bible stories. They speak what is called Creole and I am 

trying to learn the language. We have church on Tuesday and Saturday 

nights. 
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 … /// …  Haiti to Houston 

With the passing of Matthew we have found even more work than usual. 

Our area was not very hard hit as was the southern part of the country which 

was devastated and just now are beginning the recovery work. In the next 

weeks they are trying to rebuild the 5,000 homes that were damaged. When 

possible I like to go to the orphanage and play with the children – have been 

teaching them line dancing and they teach me their dances. Also visit our 

home for the elderly and try to give them a smile and a hug. 

 

We have large groups of volunteers that come in just for the week and we 

had so many last week we had to split them into two groups. What a joy! 

My mobile unit went into the mountains. The view is breathtaking but the 

trip up is a challenge. It takes well over a hour, the road is very bumpy, it's 

very dusty so we wear masks and cover ourselves with blankets. The team 

was mostly from the Pearland area and some were Pediatricians/Pedi Nurses 

so I felt very much at home. The long ride gave me time to reflect on Haiti's 

way of life and how beautiful it is. I get so caught up with my job here I for-

get to look around and realize just where I am and when I do I am in awe 

and pure thankfulness for being here. 

 

A verse on my heart is Philippians 4:11-12. “Not that I am speaking of be-

ing in need for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. “I’m 

so lucky to be here right now, being God's hands and feet. 

 

I want to express my sincere gratitude to all of you for your prayers. A huge 

support section cheering me on every step of the way. Please continue to 

remember the people of Haiti and our mobile teams and especially the work 

of those in southern Haiti. 

 

Much love, 
 

Lauren 
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DATE 

 

 

1st READING 

 

 

PSALM 

 

 

2nd READING 

 

 

GOSPEL 

 

12/04/2016 

 

Isaiah 

11:1-10 

 

 

72:1-7, 18-19 

 
 

Romans 

15:4-13 

 

Matthew 

3:1-12 

 

12/11/2016 

 

Isaiah  

35:1-10 

 

 

146:5-10 

 

James 

5:7-10 

 

Matthew 

11:2-11 

 

12/18/2016 

 

Isaiah   

7:10-16 

 

 

80:1-7, 17-19 

 

Romans  

1:1-7 

 

Matthew 

1:18-25 

 

12/24/2016 
Isaiah   

9:2-7 

 
 
 

96 
Titus  

2:11-14 

Luke 

2:1-14 [15-20] 

 

12/25/2016 

 

Isaiah 

62:6-12 

 

 

97 

 

Titus  

3:4-7 

 

Luke 

2:[1-7] 8:20 

 
READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 

DECEMBER 2016 

MOORE, DEBRA 

10327 Bell Gardens Dr. 

Houston, TX  77041 

Cell:  713-858-0459 

LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF QUILTERS 
 

The LWR Quilters will not meet in the months  

of November and December, 2016. 
   

We will resume quilting again January 2017. 
 
 

Gloria McGarvey 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 
  

OCTOBER 2016 
 

 

 

English Saturday & Sunday services: 94
  

Spanish Sunday services:  89 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Roselain Larson 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

OCTOBER 2016 
    

  Receipts      $ 40,078.37        

                  Expenses       36,599.64 

                  Balance    <$   3,478.73> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ……….. $ 309,216.92          

Expenditures year to date  …….     399,719.77 

Balance                                 < $   90,502.85 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE  
 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Ed Cooper   

Claude Dale 

Julie Davidson 

Doris Ann Drosche 

Dolores Fojt 

Clarice Gross 

Regina Hernández 

Nannette Luker 

Gene Schwartz 

Rosamond Shelley 

Elaine Snell 

Rose Stork 

Gary Strohmaier 

Janet Winkler 

Bob Womack 

Christina Zepeda 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 Church Office  

101 Sussy Terry  

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                    Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

 Ann Larson                President 

 Warren Schick        Vice-President 

    Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

    Wayne Schaper, Sr.              Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 

Office Manager & 
Events Coordinator 


